Cheryl Howe, Cindy Abblotlt Letro, John Hurley

Inaugural Signature Event

On June 3, 2009, the WNY Women’s Fund held its Inaugural Signature Event at Kleinhans Music Hall. More than

450 guests enjoyed a reception of hors d'oeuvres and cocktails, followed by a moving address from keynote speaker and

Yvonne Minor-Ragan and Phil Ragan

Academy Award winning actress, Olympia Dukakis. Those who purchased tickets were asked to submit a tribute prior
to the event honoring or remembering a special woman, group of women or a gitl in their life. Five were videotaped and
played during the event. The remaining tributes were published in the event program booklet distributed that evening.

A special thank you to our event sponsors, without whom this successful event would not have been possible:

Ellen E. Grant, Ph.D. and
William J. Miller

Presenting Sponsor

BlueCross BlueShield of WNY

. Hodgson Russ LLP
Platinum Sponsor . .
M&T Bank Hudson Advisor Services, Inc.
Hurwitz & Fine, PC.
Crystal Sponsors . Independent Health
Susan & John Hoskins JVL Management Company
R&P Oak Hill Kavinoky Cook LLP

Smith Barney Lougen, Valenti, Bookbinder

& Weintraub, LLP

Diamond Sponsors

Delaware North Co. New Era Cap Co.
Kenney Shelton Petri Baking Products, Inc.
Liptak Nowak LLP - James Rich Products Corporation
and Melissa Nowak Saldanha Family
The Buffalo Bills Summer Street Capital Partners

Uniland Development
Corporation

Silver Sponsors
Windsong Radiology Group

A]J Baynes Contractors, LTD.
Creative Storage

Eden Interiors

Dorothy T. Ferguson

Gaines Kriner Elliott, LLP

Media Sponsors
Buffalo Spree Magazine
Entercom Radio

WGRZ - Channel 2

Signature Event
Committee

The Fund would like to
thank the Signature Event
Committee for their hard-
work and dedication.
Work is well underway for
next year's event. If you

are interested in joining
the Committee, please
contact the Fund's Office
at 716.887.2621.

Charles and Carol Balbach,
Honorary Chairs

Ruth Kahn Stovroff,
Honorary Chair
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Ellen E. Grant, Co-Chair
Melissa Nowak, Co-Chair
Ann E. Evanko

Dorothy T. Ferguson
Sue S. Gardner

Katie Johnson/Hoffman
Elizabeth Ingold

Amy Leet

Jacqueline LoRusso
Dana Marciniak

Alex Montante

Asal Nassir

Carrie Raimy

Anne Saldanha, M.D.
Tricia T. Semmelhack
Siobhan Smith

Tara Singer-Blumberg
Lisa Walsh

Please contact the Fund's Office at 716.887.2621 if
you are interested in receiving sponsorship information
or would like to be placed on the mailing list.

P

Elle E. Grant, Co-Chair, Olympia Dukakis, Brigid Doherty, Executive Director and
Melissa Nowak, Co-Chair

Women's Fund

&< Transforming our community by
H investing in women and girls

742 Delaware Ave.,
Buffalo, NY 14209

The mission of the WNY
Women'’s Fund is to be

a leader in identifying,
communicating and funding
innovative, effective solutions
that improve the lives of
women and girls in

Western New York.

The Fund is a collaborative effort
between the United Way of Buffalo
& Erie County and the Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo.

Volunteer Spotlight

Bonnie Cywinski recently joined the Fund’s
newly formed Donor Outreach Committee
because she “sees our community craving
strong, female support”. She remarks that she
finds what separates the Women’s Fund from
other organizations is its focus and strategic
thinking. “All community organizations have
a desire to make a difference that draws like-
minded volunteers. However, not many have
the intellectual backing, relevant experience
and pure dedication that I have seen in the
women involved with the Fund.”

Bonnie was introduced to the WNY Women’s Fund at the
Signature Event on June 3". She was invited as a guest by event
sponsor, R&P Oak Hill and, while mingling in the lobby of Kleinhans
Music Hall, realized she had several friends who were active Fund
supporters. This experience drove her to volunteer for the Fund.

A professional in the Information Technology Sales and
Management field, Bonnie says, “my dream for the women and girls
in Western New York is for them to have every opportunity available
for success, as well as the lifetime support of a committed community.
That support may be taken in the form of a guide, leader or simply just
a friend, but it will be consistent and continual.”

If you would like to join Bonnie and the dozens of other dedicated
Women’s Fund volunteers, please contact us at 716.887.2621 or e-mail
heidi.henzler@uwbec.org.

[

Bonnie L. Cywinski

IDA Success Story

Submitted by Belmont Housing Resources for WNY

Like so many low-to-moderate-income families, Tammy Baughman
and her two daughters had lived in rented apartments all their lives.
Having moved more often than she liked, she wanted more than
anything to give her girls stability — the kind that comes with having
a permanent place to call home.

Baughman realized that being a homeowner required having
many different pieces in place. “I started looking for answers,” she
says, “not knowing if | was even asking the right questions.” That
changed dramatically in 2008, she recalls, when she became part
of the matched savings program sponsored by the WNY Women’s
Fund and coordinated by Belmont Housing Resources for WNY
on behalf of the CASH Coalition.

As Tammy describes, this was “where the CASH Coalition and
Belmont really helped me focus on what was important.” Priority
#1 became improving her credit score, which even with the income
from her fulltime job was only 500. With the help of Belmont’s
counseling team, she got to work and, after acquiring financial
management skills through a series of financial education workshops,
was able to raise it to 640 within just a year.

“The classes were awesome,” Baughman adds. “They taught me
how to save... how to budget... how to do everything!” She has
since combined her stronger credit standing with more than
$20,000 that she was able to save while participating in matched
savings homeownership program to fulfill her dream of buying a
home, putting in place one of the key pieces of a brighter future
for her family.

Women's Fund

ﬁ Transforming our community by
investing in women and girls

Summer/Fall 2009

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

WNY Women'’s Fund In the Community

Pathways to Prog ress
Pathways to Progress is an initiative of the Women’s Fund conducted by the UB Regional

FOR THIS UPCOMING EVENT

Institute. It is the first step to making meaningful, measureable differences in the status of women
Fall in Fashion
Friday, November 6, 2009
11:30 a.m.
Buffalo Club

Fall In Fashion offers a fabulous
luncheon and the chicest raffle in
town, featuring high-fashion clothing
and accessories from some of the
world's most celebrated designers.
Funds raised through this unique
event go specifically to the WNY
Women's Fund’s grant programs. This
year's event is co-chaired by Kate
Foley, Lisa Friedman, and Jody Ulrich.
Fall In Fashion is by invitation only and
attendance is limited.

and girls in Western New York. The project will: (1) build a baseline of information on key
issues (2) engage women and girls and (3) guide investment and policy action. The findings,
which will be announced in January 2010, will be used to continue a community-wide dialogue
on the issues facing women and girls and the possible solutions.

After an initial research and examination phase, the UB Regional Institute spent the
summer engaging women and girls and related stakeholders (service providers and experts)

on an important dialogue about the status of women and gitls,

their support needs and opportunities for impactful investment.

Specifically, the conversations have:

B validated and vetted key issues affecting women and girls,
including what we know so far from data analysis, literature
and initial interviews;

B determined if women and girls are getting what they need to
reach stronger futures; and

B shown how the region can better support women and girls
on their way. For additional information

or to make reservations for this event,

please contact our office
at 716.887.2621 or
heidi.henzler@uwbec.org.

In addition to funding from the WNY Women’s Fund,
Pathways to Progress has received valuable support from key
foundations across Erie and Niagara Counties, including
the Community Health Foundation of Western & Central
New York, The James H. Cummings Foundation, Robert J. & Martha B. Fierle
Foundation, Joy Family Foundation, Patrick P. Lee Foundation, and The John R. Oishei
Foundation. Underwriting is being provided by the University at Buffalo.

Make a Special Gift

If you are looking for a unique gifting
opportunity, please consider
making a contribution to the

WNY Women'’s Fund in honor or
remembrance of someone you admire.
It is a special way to pay tribute to
family and friends. You can now donate
on-line by accessing our website at
www.wnywomensfund.org.

Request for Proposal Task Force

A new Request for Proposal (RFP) process will be announced at
the same time as the findings of Pathways to Progress in January
2010. A Task Force of community leaders with deep expertise

in the grants processes has been assembled. The Task Force is
examining best practice processes from Women’s Funds across the
country as well as leading local foundations.

RFP Task Force
Barbara Watson
Mary Jo Hunt
Arlene Kaukus

Catharine Miles

Ann Monroe
Margery Nobel
Wendy Pierce

If you would like to receive our
new monthly e-newsletter
electronically, please send an email
with your contact information to
heidi.henzler@uwbec.org.

WNY Women’s Fund | 742 Delaware Ave., Buffalo, NY 14209 | Phone: 716.887.2621 | Fax: 716.887.2770 | www.wnywomensfund.org



Structures in Science
During the summer of 2009, the WNY Women’s Fund
provided grant dollars to support a new program for rising 7th
and 8th grade girls at the Charles R. Drew Magnet School
entitled, Structures in Science. A collaborative effort between
Buffalo Public Schools, the University at Buffalo and the
Buffalo Museum of Science, the program brought “science

to life” through a hands-on curriculum, lab work, field trips
and student presentations. The mission of the program is
to honor, sustain, and encourage female
interest in the sciences. Each of the four

Goals for the
Structures in Science
program:

weeks was organized as a thematic module
within the general theme of Structures
in Science. Classroom instruction was

provided by certified science teachers, as B To engage participants in various
facets of scientific inquiry in a

well as graduate students and faculty from
manner that is fun and interesting

the University at Buffalo.

Research has shown that students can W To provide participants with
knowledge and skills that are
foundational to success in middle
and high school learning and
beyond

lose up to two months of learning if not
stimulated during the summer months.
When framed within alarming dropout

rates and low student achievement, the .
W To expose participants to career

paths related to the science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) fields

summer becomes an important opportunity
for academic intervention as well as
acceleration.

Since 2007, the Buffalo Public

Schools (BPS) has made a commitment

B To provide participants with
opportunities to present and
reflect on their learning

to its students by providing an Extended
Learning Opportunity Program (ELOP)
through which students can receive an additional 20 days of instruction beyond the
traditional school year. Structures in Science was developed to complement the ELOP and
further foster the student’s educational development.

PROGRAM UPDATES:
Individual Development Accounts and CASH Coaches

Beginning last year, the Fund made a
three-year commitment to support Individual Development Accounts (IDA). An IDA is
a special savings account for low-income individuals that enables that person to receive
matching funds for each dollar they deposit into their savings account. IDA savings and
match money can be used to buy a house or start a small business. The Fund recently
received word that three of the women
holding IDAs locally purchased a houses;
one in the University District of Buffalo,
one in North Tonawanda and one in
Hamburg. We want to take this opportunity
to congratulate the new homeowners and
thank our donors for their generous support
of this important program.

Additionally, the CASH program trained

80 new Coaches to serve as mentors in

our community. These individuals will be

working directly with victims of domestic violence. Once paired up with a client, the CASH
Coaches provide important information regarding free tax preparation, financial education,
homeownership, and small business start-up opportunities. Coaches and their clients create
reasonable budgets and meet on a regular basis to execute financial plans.

Letter from the
Executive Director

I would like to take this opportunity to thank

and recognize our donors and sponsors from the
past fiscal year (April 1, 2008-March 31, 2009).
This includes those that have made major gifts,

WINYWomen's Fund

The Board and Staff of WNY Women's Fund would like to thank

annual fund contributions,
and supported our events.
The WNY Women’s Fund
deeply appreciates all gifts,
and we take seriously our
responsibility to steward those
funds. We know that by
investing in women and girls,
we are accelerating social
change. Your contributions
give women and gitls

throughout our community the opportunities they

deserve.

It’s been an exciting summer at the Women’s

Fund, with several milestones:

B The Fund is on track to announce and publish
findings from our year-long initiative entitled
Pathways to Progress in January 2010

B Structures in Science truly engaged girls in the

passion of science

B We completed our Inaugural Signature Event
chaired by Ellen E. Grant and Melissa Nowak

B Our new Donor Outreach Committee is
working to engage more women, men, girls and
boys with several new initiatives including our

new monthly e-newsletter

As part of our continued growth, we are
looking for volunteers who would like to work
on initiatives of the Fund. There are numerous
opportunities for involvement. Please contact me
(brigid.doherty@uwbec.org) if you are interested in
volunteering, or would like to receive our monthly

e-newsletter.

Ana Oliveira

On June 3, 2009, Ana
Oliveira, President and CEO
of the New York Women’s
Foundation, addressed a
captivated group of the Fund’s
donors and board members.

A member of the Board of the
Women’s Funding Network,
Ms. Oliveira discussed the
plight of women and gitls in

WNY WOMEN'S FUND
DONOR CIRCLES
Visionary

($100,000 or more)
Peggy* & Charles Balbach

Catalyst

($50,000 or more)

The Community
Foundation for Greater
Buffalo

Patricia Garman

Sally Marks

The John R. Oishei
Foundation

Anne Saldanha, M.D.

The United Way of
Buffalo & Erie County

Members of the Peggy
Balbach Founder’s Circle
($25,000 or more)
Ann & Robert Brady
Sarah Hill Buck
The Peter C. Cornell Trust
Brigid Doherty &
René Jones
Carol & Suzanne Fatta
Dorothy Ferguson
Sue Gardner
Marsha Henderson
Susan Hoskins
Mary Jo Hunt
The Hyde Family
Charitable Fund
Alice Jacobs
Gail Johnstone
The Gerald & Sandra
Lippes Foundation
Karen Penfold
Wendy Pierce
Paula Joy Reinhold
Corinne & Victor Rice
Tricia Semmelhack

$5,000 and Above

Ann and Robert Brady

Dorothy T. Ferguson

Frances Churchill Fund

Patricia Garman

The Gerald and Sandra
Lippes Foundation, Inc.

Sally Marks

Margery Nobel

Corinne and Victor Rice

Anne Saldanha, M.D.

Ann Swan

Zemsky Family Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999

Connie Arena

BlueCross BlueShield of
WNY

Audre Bunis

Catherine Campbell

Ann Holland Cohn

Constance Constantine

Ellen Todd Cooper

Brigid Doherty and
René Jones

Sue Gardner

Shaheen Hassanali

Susan Hoskins

Cheryl Howe

Mary Jo Hunt

Jane Griffin, Ph.D.

Gail Johnstone

Alison Keane

Shirley Krise

Alice Kryzan

Lougen, Valenti,
Bookbinder &
Weintraub LLP

Michaelene McFarlane

Donna McGuire

Alex Montante

Marcia O'Neil-White

Tricia Semmelhack

Barbara Billings Neal

all of the individuals and organizations listed below. All annual
fund and major gifts made during the 2008-9 fiscal year (April 1,
2008-March 31, 2009) are acknowledged here. Every effort has
been made to ensure accuracy. If you notice any mistakes or
omissions, please notify the Fund's Office. We are grateful to all
of our donors for their continuing support and generosity.

$500-$999

Gwen Arcara
Jennifer and Teo Balbach
Laurie Dann

Susan Graham, M.D.
Ellen Grant

Michele Loretto
Ruth Kahn Stovroff
Alice Jacobs

Patricia Jordan
Elizabeth Keane
Susan Lee

Melissa Nowak
Amy Habib Rittling
Mindy Shine
Elizabeth Tzetzo

$100-$499

Amy Alvarez
Margaret Anderson
Mia Acharya

Sally Avery

Claire Bacon

Mary Bacon

Karen Baker-Levin
Charles and Carol Balbach
Dianne Bennett
Lisa Basil

Laurie Bassett
Karen Bernhard
Diane Bessel

Lisa Bibas
Ermelinda Bonaccio
Aimee Gomlak Brace
Lauren Breen
Jennifer Bronstein
Jane Buck

Mary Ann Budin
The Buffalo News
Sharyn Buyers

Sara Callett

Lee Campbell
Josephine Cane
Pam Catipovich

Gail Culligan

Cory D’Amico

Victoria D'Angelo

Clotilde Perez- Bode
Dedecker

Amber Dixon

Cornelia Dopkins

Dreamcatcher
Foundation, Inc.

Barbara Drenning

Gayle Eagan

Nancy Falletta

Joy Feldman

Mrs. Burt Flickinger

Laurie Frey

Emily Friedan

Lisa Friedman

Nicole Gavigan

Jane Cole Godin

Susan Gordon

Geri Grossman

Amy Hansen

Pamela Davis Heilman

Marcia Hoffman

Barbara Hoskins

Michele Hubert

Hurwitz & Fine PC

Kate Foley

Annabelle Irey

Marsha Jackson

Katherine Juhasz

Patricia Kawi

Gary Kenline

Kirisits & Associates

Priscilla Koch

Leslie Kramer

Andrea Kuettel

Nancy LaTulip

Michele Lee

Holly Levy

Susan Levy

Lisa Lewis

Kathleen Monomakhoff
Loree

Kathleen O'Leary
Margaret Paroski
Elaine Pauly

Lee Pearce

Sonia Pefiaranda
Barbara Peters
Lisa Pierce

Susan Piver
Zhanna Racine
Helen Reilly
Cynthia Rich
Anne Rimmler
Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin
Sally Russell
Jamie Saperston
Mary Schneider
Angelyn Servis
Irene Snow, M.D.
Dawn Snyder
Rachel Stenclik
Lori Stevenson
Joan Stovroff
Julie Szumigala, M.D.
Anne Taylor
Jacqueline Taylor
Martha Townson
Michelle Trolli
Jody Ulrich

Julie Warman
Mary Watcher
Janet Wisbaum
Joan Yang
Cynthia Zane

Under $100

Betty Anthone

Lana Benatovich
Cherisse Budwey
Megan Burns-Moran
Mariana Botero Chason
Elisabeth Clarkson
Rebecca Collins
Carmela Colucci

Susan Conklin

New York State and globally. She also encouraged Ann Swan Simple Gifts Fund Sr. Margaret Carney Robin Magavern Nancy Craig
the Fund to empower its volunteers, remarking that Zemsky Family Foundation  ConnieVari Barbara Castiglia Cindy Marinidies Lois Cropp

idea is insienificant. One of th ¢ advocat Watson Billings Family Jacqueline Castle Anne Martin Sharon Crowe
nojdea s insignificant. Lne of the great advocates *deceased Foundation Nancy Cheyney Marilyn Mohler Marie Dabney
for solutions to issues facing women and girls, Ms. Jayne Rand Marilyn Ciancio Sandra Morrison

Oliveria applauded the WNY Women’s Fund on
our work in the community and for organizing
the first-ever summit of New York State Women’s
Funds last fall.

Catherine Walker
Barbara Watson

Julia Ladds Clauss
Mary Ann Coulson
Sharon Coverdale

Elizabeth Murphy
Michele Narins
Virginia Oehler

Athena Awards

April 29, 2008, Hyatt Regency Buffalo

Event Committee

Ellen E. Grant, Ph.D., Co-
Chair

Amy Habib Rittling, Co-
Chair

Suzanne Chamberlain
Sue S. Gardner, Esq.
Susan Hoskins

Niscah Koessler
Jayne Rand

Sara Schumacher

Sponsored by:

Gold Sponsors
Buffalo State College
Curtis Screw Company
LLC

HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
Kaleida Health
Merchants Insurance
Group

Platinum Sponsors
Phillips Lytle LLP
Catholic Health

Individual Donors
Under $100 cont.
Wanda Davis
Dana Dee
Sharon Dittmar
Kathleen Dolan
Holly Donaldson
Penny Emery
Joy Flaschner
Maria Foti
Jayne Freeman
Donna Gioia
Sharon Green
Cameron Greene
Carol Grieco
Melissa Haller
Joanne Hart
HSBC Philanthropic
Programs
Florence Johnson
Shirley Joseph
Linda Kahn
Joanne Kahn
Dougie Kashin
Theresa Kazmierczak
Connie Knox
Carol Kostyniak
Karen Kuropatwinski
Nancy Langer
Sally Lenahan
Tracie Lopardi
Claire McGowan
Bertha Mitchell
Gary Nichter

Silver Sponsors

Erie County Medical

Center Corporation

Eric Mower & Associates

Gaines Kriner Elliot LLP

Hurwitz and Fine, P.C.

KeyBank

Lawley Service Insurance
Group of Companies

Pepco Energy Services

Petri Baking Products, Inc.

Rich Products Corp.

Univera Healthcare

Underwritten by
Hudson Advisor Services
Niagara Frontier
Transportation

Authority
Wegmans Food
Markets, Inc.

Media Sponsors
Buffalo Business First
WIVB- Channel 4
WJYE- 96.1 FM

Judi Nolan Powell
Susan Nusbaum
Cheryl Prout

Gilda Raiken

Terri Rich

Barbara Riedel

Sassy Design Group
Peter Scarcello

Kelly Scarsella
Barbara Schuller
Joanne Shatkin
Nancy Simme

Tara Singer-Blumberg
Mariann Smith

Susan Sweet
Elizabeth Swift

Erica Tank

Darlene Tiftickjian
Dana Todaro

Donna Valentine
White Rabbit Design Studio
Rachel Wiatrowski
Shelby Wilcox
Marilyn Wilson
Kathleen Rizzo Young
Mary Ann Zielinski
Christine Ziemba
Mary Jane Zurowski

Board Members Sue Gardner, right, and, Barbara Warson, left, learn a three-point stance

Football 101

September 15, 2008, Ralph Wilson Stadium

Chair — Marcia O’Neil-White

Presenting Sponsors: BlueCross BlueShield
of WNY and the Buffalo Bills

Underwritten By Susan and John Hoskins

Adam Lippes, Amy Bard, Gerald Lippes

Fall In Fashion
November 7, 2008, Buffalo Club

Event Committee
Shine Hassanali,

Alison Keane
Connie Knox

Co-Chair Andrea Kuettel
Mindy Shine, Michele Lee

Co-Chair Karen Baker-Levin
Jody Ulrich, Kathleen

Co-Chair Monomakhoff

Loree

Mia Acharya Cynthia Marinidies
Sally Avery Marilyn Moehler
Claire Bacon Lee Pearce
Mary Bacon Lisa Pierce
Lisa Basil Zhanna Racine
Laurie Bassett Anne Rimmler
Lisa Bibas Jamie Saperston
Jennifer Bronstein Kristin Saperston
Jane Buck Dawn Snyder
Sara Callett Lori Stevenson
Lee Campbell Sonia Pefiaranda
Pam Catipovich Taggart
Nancy Cheyney Mary Watcher
Sharon Coverdale Barbara Watson
Gail Culligan Darcy Zacher
Kate Foley

Lisa Friedman
Nicole Gavigan
Amy Hansen
Mary Jo Hunt
Alice Jacobs

Donations to the

2008 Fall In Fashion

Auction

Advanced Cosmetic
Surgery Center,
Dr. Riyaz Hassanali

Annie Adams
Jewelry Design

Lisa Bibas

Martha Botts

Buffalo Fleece &
Outerwear

Lisa Friedman

Kate Foley

Furs by Russell

Shine Hassanal

Alison Keane

Alice Jacobs

Margaret Lieber

ADAM by Adam
Lippes

Lucy Noelle Jewelry
Design

Cynthia Marinidies

Oscar de la Renta

Lisa Pierce

Paul Podlucky NYC

Racine Jewelers

Sarah’s Vintage
Jewelry

Jody Ulrich
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